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accompanied the fall of the Ming dynasty. Yung-li, the last of
the Mings, driven out in 1644 by the Manchus, fled to Yunnan,
where for some years he held out gallantly. His excessive
demands on some of the neighbouring Shan states for men and
supplies caused them to appeal to Burma for help. When Pin-
dale sent a force, the Chinese began to raid Burmese territory.
Their raids were mentioned in reports sent to Madras by the
English factors at Ava. In 1658 Yung-li was finally defeated in
Yunnan and fled by the old Burma Road to Bhamo. He and his
followers were disarmed and permitted to reside at Sagaing,
near the capital, where they were kept under the closest restraint.
The result was more raids, this time by bands of Ming sup-
porters endeavouring to rescue their leader. They defeated a
Burmese army at Wetwin, and for three years ravaged Upper
Burma right up to the walls of Ava, In 1661 the Dutch reported
that their raids were causing so much confusion that all trade
had stopped. For a time they controlled the Kyauksfe area and
caused starvation in Ava.
At the same time Pindale became involved in serious
trouble in the south. Mon levies, called to the help of the capital,
deserted, and Martaban rose in revolt. Then, fearing reprisals,
some thousands of Mons fled over the border into Siam. A
Burmese force, sent after them, met with disaster at the hands
of the Siamese at Kanburi beyond the Three Pagodas Pass; and
the Siamese, taking advantage of the weakness of Ava, proceeded
to raid Pegu and other places in Lower Burma. So serious was
the situation that the Dutch had to take special measures for
the protection of their factory at Syriam. In the midst of the
confasion a court intrigue dethroned the weak Pindale and
placed his brother Pye (1661-72) on the throne.
The Chinese raids continued for some months after Pye's
accession. But they soon died down, largely because Yunnan,
their base, was denied them by the energetic mopping-up
measures of the Manchus. In 1662 Sankuei, the Viceroy of
Yunnan, marched into Burma and delivered an ultimatum
demanding the surrender of Yung-li. Pye, powerless to resist,
handed over the refugee, who was carried off to Yunnan Fu and
publicly strangled with a bow-string in the market-place. This
crowning humiliation caused a rumour to circulate that Ava